Los Angeles FASD Awareness Day
In One Magic Minute, We Can Change the World: 1999/9/9 9:09am
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Los Angeles, California: Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has proclaimed today National Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Awareness day in Los Angeles in keeping with similar resolutions of the Governor of California and the U.S. Senate.  At 9:09 am, please join organizers of this event in a minute of silence in tribute to the brief life of Chris Surbey who was murdered this year outside his sheltered residential facility in Winnipeg, Manitoba when he was not provided with a caregiver overnight.  Chris, the oldest of the three adopted children, was diagnosed with a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder and also with Reactive Attachment Disorder, and was receiving support services in a community residential setting.  His parents had been advocating for a safer environment for Chris and for closer supervision.  Their concerns were ignored.  Let his life not have been in vain.
   Fetal alcohol spectrum disorders are the leading cause of mental retardation in western civilization, including the United States, and are 100 percent preventable.  Fetal alcohol spectrum disorders are a major cause of numerous social disorders, including learning disabilities, school failure, juvenile delinquency, homelessness, unemployment, mental illness, and crime.  The incidence rate of fetal alcohol syndrome is estimated at 1 out of 500 live births and the incidence rate of fetal alcohol spectrum disorders is estimated at 1 out of every 100 live births;

   The economic cost of fetal alcohol syndrome alone to the Nation was $5,400,000,000 in 2003 and it is estimated that each individual with fetal alcohol syndrome will cost United States taxpayers between $1,500,000 and $3,000,000 in his or her lifetime;

   In February 1999, a small group of parents of children who suffer from fetal alcohol spectrum disorders came together with the hope that in 1 magic moment the world could be made aware of the devastating consequences of alcohol consumption during pregnancy. September 9, 1999 was California’s first fetal alcohol spectrum disorders awareness day.
   It is resolved that the Mayor--

    (1) recognizes September 9, 2005, as ``National Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day''; and

    (2) calls upon the people of the Los Angeles to--

    (A) observe National Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day with appropriate ceremonies to--

    (i) promote awareness of the effects of prenatal exposure to alcohol;

    (ii) increase compassion for individuals affected by prenatal exposure to alcohol;

    (iii) minimize further effects of prenatal exposure to alcohol; and

    (iv) ensure healthier communities across the United States; and

    (B) observe a moment of reflection on the ninth hour of September 9, 2005, to remember that during the 9 months of pregnancy a woman should not consume alcohol.

For additional information, visit www.fasday.com.

